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-MIAM] - Five years ago, Rich-
,13!‘(] B. Collins seemed at the peak
xf his distinguished, 25-year Air
JForce career: a two-star .general

-amd top -aide to then-NATO com-
rmander Alexander Haig placed in
¢harge of plans and policy for the
JUS European Command Head-

‘quarters in Stuttgart, Wcst Ger-

~Jmany.

.+ Collins, thcn48 was regarded
by ‘colieagues as a “fast burner”
_who had risen quickly and

-'seemed destined to keep up that
pace. He supervised war planning

in Europe for all US military ser-’

“wices, and conducted various ne-

~gotiations between Washingion.

-and the NATO bloc countries. But
+if that part of his job ever got te-
“dious, Collins had another re-
‘sponsibility that often took him
~put of uniform and involved some
<derring-do: he was charged with
' managing a secret Swiss bank ac-
“count that financed military in-
telligence-gathering in Europe, as
-well as covert CIA operations in
:#Southeast Asia and elsewhere.
== But in January of this year, a
~federal grand jury in Fort Lauder-
“dale took much'of the luster -off
Collins’ career, returning a six-
sscount indictment alleging he.had
<embezzied $445.000 from the ac-
#oount from November of 1977 to

:xApril of 1978.. The:government .
Seays Collins’® 1atcr"rcturned “the =

money but kept some 340 000-in

T

jnter&t Comns now rturc:d m:
Fort Lauderdale, has dented the

charges and formally notifed the
.government he intends to expose
state secrets to defend himself. If
convicted, he faces up to 60 years
in prison.

Scheduled for trial July 13 in

West Palm Beach, the Collins case '

is emerging as a major test of the
federal govcrnmcm s ability to
limit the disclosure of classtfied
tnformation involving top secret
ClA and military intelligence op-

' eraflons "If it goes to “trial as

scheduled, thexcase willtnark the
Airst time.a federal court has al-
"Jjowed someone -withaccess 10

"classified information tonse it in -

hls own defense. =
‘I’he possible preeedent—settmg
nature of the case was estab-
lished ina sealed June 3uling by ‘,
US District Judge James C.:Paine.-
Lawyers for both sides’confirmed-

‘that*Paine had decided that Col- .

lins*.use of classified information
was*relevant to his defense. and
that he, therefore. would be per:
mitted to reveal it at trial. On’
Monday. the government filed a
motion asking Paine to reconsider
.his ruling, and also to allow some
portions of the trial and its record
to remain secret.

Under the Classified Informa- ,
‘tion and Procedufes Act,:a rarely
.used law. passed in 1980, Paifle .
-has’ the- right to- seal-files amd :
«clear courtrooms.: Portions of the
c0urt Txle rcmain ‘sealed,*and an

earlier hearing to determine the
‘relevance of evidence Collins
‘wanted to reveal was closed to the
‘press. The judge's recent ruling
indicates the actual trial will be
-public, though it is conceivable he .
could rule that certain documents
and the testimony.of certain wit-
’nm ‘would remain confidential."
~Justice Department spokes-
“man.John Russell said the " gov-..
sernment intendsto take'Collins to .
‘trial, despite Paine’s ruling. A
hxgh-ieve} -Justice - 'source- -said if \

Paine refuses to reconsldcr his or-
der, it wiil be appealed. Failing
‘that. the source said, the charges
will still not be dropped in defer-
ence to Collins’ threat to expose
secrets. L

The CIA declined comment as
did .a spokesman for the Air

lﬁthls
= Once @ members -Of the Air‘

-Force, other than to provide Col-
- lins’ service record. '
In an interview here‘ Collms
* attorney. Stephen J. Bronis, de-
‘nied his client had misused any
funds He said Collins was given

-——u__,., B i 4

carte "blanche fo, ,handle -IMOney -
from the Geneva account, but
-never divcrted it for:his personal -
—_‘m .

e Y Febmary 'Bronis formally
?nottﬁed Jederal prosecutors in
writing, as-required by-aw, that’
‘Collins intended to. expose official
secrets in his defense. Bronis told
- the prosecutors Collins would dis-
close details of the CIA secret
*Swiss :bank account and the
““laundering” of funds back to
“regular US government accounts.
The document said other evidence
would include Collins' 'supervh
sion of the Air Force “special
‘plans'’ unit, which oversaw

many CIA operations. :
Collins amassed a chwtful of
medals in his Air Force career. A
. graduate of the Naval Academy
who also holds bathelor's and
<master’s degrees from -George
‘Washington University, Collins
:flew 104 combat 1missions durmg
“the Vietnam War.
In 1978, Collins retired from
"~the Air Force with a 13-gun salute
and a commendation -from his
boss, Haig, who is expected to be
called as a witness at‘the trial.
.. -Bronis.says his client, in his
last position-— as director.of plans
“-and -policies -for the Air Force ~
~also .served -as-ihe "'nuclear re-
-lease officer” for Europe. meaning .
he-was the man who actuaily
swould have pushed the button to
. release nuclear “weapons . in- the
-everit of war. The Air Forcc denies

.»._‘_‘

Force s elite, Collins, who has de-

Zchined recent mterview fcqixcsts i

has found it difficult to adjust to

;o being treated as-a suspected

criminal. Surrounded by drug
-dealers at his arraignment in Feb-
‘ruary, he remarked to reporters:
“You can-understand the reason
I'm upset. I've been straight my
‘whole life ... I took a look
around and thought, ‘After 25
years, it has come to this." "
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